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School Committee, I900-I90I 


Charles E. Fish, Chairman. 

A. C. Thompson, Secretary and Superintendent. 
Superintendent’s Office :— High School Building. 

Office Hours : —8 to 8.30 a. m. daily, 9 to n Saturdays. 
Telephone Call (Superintendent’s residence), 35-5. 

Rev. William H. Hart, Term expires 1901 


R. C. Newell, “ “ 19 01 

Charles E. Fish, “ “ 19 01 

William E. McDonald, “ “ 19 01 

C. H. Hobbs, “ “ 1902 

Charles N. Shaw, “ “ i 9°3 


Regular meeting of the School Committee at 7.45 p. m. on the 
Monday before the last Friday of each month. 

Bills :— All bills must be in the hands of the Superintendent on 
or before the above day. 


John P. Eastman, 

TRUANT OFFICERS. 

Depot 

John E. Luman, 


Thorndike 

William Praire, 


Three Rivers 

C. E. Shumway, 


Bondsville 

H. L. Gray, 

Janitors. 

Depot 

H. S. Hobson, 


Depot 

H. T. Bishop, 


Thorndike 

William Praire, 


Three Rivers 

C. E. Fuller, 


Bondsville 



C&Jendaa* 


SCHOOL YEAR, 1901-1902. 

HIGH SCHOOL. 

Winter term began January i, 1901 ; ends March 29, 1901. 
Summer term begins April 15, 1901 ; ends June 28, 1901. 

Fall term begins September 3, 1901 ; ends December 20, 1901. 
Winter term begins December 30, 1901 ; ends March 21, 1902. 
Summer term begins April 7, 1902 ; ends June 27, 1902. 

OTHER SCHOOLS. 

Winter term began January 1, 1901 ; ends March 29, 1901. 
Summer term begins April 15, 1901 ; ends June 21, 1901. 

Fall term begins September 3, 1901 ; ends December 13, 1901. 
Winter term begins December 30, 1901 ; ends March 21, 1902. 
Summer term begins April 7, 1902 ; ends June 20, 1902. 

VACATIONS—HIGH SCHOOL. 

March 30 to April 15 ; June 29 to September 3 ; November 28 to 
December 2 ; December 21 to December 30; March 22 to April 7. 

OTHER SCHOOLS. 

March 30 to April 15 ; June 21 to September 3 • November 28 to 
December 2 ; December 13 to December 30; March 22 to April 7. 

HOLIDAYS. 

Saturdays, February 22, April 19, May 30, Labor Day. 




Drawn by Rufus S. Parkhurst, Grade IX, Palmer. 


Report of the School Committee. 


To the Citizens of Palmer : 

The annual school report of the town is hereby presented. 

The year relative to attendance extends from September, 1899, 
to July 1, 1900; the year relating to expenditures from March 1, 
1900, to March 1, 1901. 

Since the organization of the School Committee in March, 
1900, it has been necessary to elect two members to fill vacancies 
caused by the resignation of Mr. Frank A. Ruggles and the death of 
Rev. Omer G. Petrie. 

Mr. Ruggles was for many years a member of the School Com¬ 
mittee. By his removal from town the committee lost a faithful and 
valuable member. 

The following resolutions, approved and adopted by the School 
Committee May 26, 1900, express the esteem in which Mr. Petrie 
was held : 

“ As it has pleased God to remove from our number our 
esteemed friend and co-worker, Reverend Omer Genere Petrie, we, 
the remaining members of the School Committee of the Town of 
Palmer, desiring to express our deep-felt sympathy to his wife and 
aged parents, and our own grief at the personal loss each of us feels 
he has sustained, we hereby pay tribute to the memory of one who 
endeared himself to all. 

“ He has left behind him a record of sacrifice to duty, of devo¬ 
tion to his country and of loyalty to all that goes to make up a manly 
ideal which will be a lasting example and influence to all who were 
so fortunate as to have been associated with him. 

“ Resolved , That these resolutions be spread upon the records 
of the School Committee, and a copy sent to his wife and aged 
parents.” 
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SCHOOL ACCOMMODATIONS. 

Since the last report an additional school room has been 
equipped and another regular teacher added to the force. The in¬ 
creased school population at Three Rivers made it necessary to use 
the vacant room in the schoolhouse of that village. Now every 
room in that building is occupied. It is certainly a wise thing to 
build a schoolhouse large enough to meet future needs. Had there 
not been an extra room in the Three Rivers schoolhouse, it would 
have been necessary to find extra room outside. 

The new building, which has been provided for the Depot vil¬ 
lage, will accommodate all the pupils of this part of the town for 
many years. It is safe to say that there is not a better or more 
thoroughly equipped school building in the state than the one in the 
Depot village. The schools have been moved into the new school- 
house, and all began on the morning of March 7th. Seven rooms 
are now occupied. There are two extra schoolrooms besides the as¬ 
sembly room, and the assembly room is so arranged that it can be 
made into two schoolrooms if at any time it is necessary. 

Besides the usual repairs, the high school building has been 
painted on the outside. Now all of the schoolhouses of the town 
are in good condition. 

The district school at Blanchardville has been closed. The 
committee believes that the pupils of that district can be better 
cared for in the new schoolhouse at the Depot village, and recom¬ 
mends that the schoolhouse be disposed of. 

EVENING SCHOOLS. 

Last March the town placed at the disposal of the committee 
$500 with which to try the experiment of evening schools. On 
December 3, 1900, four evening schools were started—two at Three 
Rivers, one at Bondsville and one at Thorndike. None was started 
in the Depot village, as there was no demand for one. The appro¬ 
priation is sufficient to maintain the schools until March 21, when 
they will close. 

As the appropriation was so small, the committee voted “ that 
only males over fourteen years of age unable to read and write 
simple sentences in the English language should be eligible for 
admission to the evening schools.” 


7 


If the evening schools are maintained another year, the State 
Agent advises the committee that they must be operated agreeable 
to chapter 494, section 7, Public Statutes, 1898 : 

“ No person shall employ any minor over fourteen years of age, 
and no parent, guardian or custodian shall permit to be employed 
any such minor under his control, who cannot read at sight and 
write legibly simple sentences in the English language, while a public 
evening school is maintained in the town or city in which such 
minor resides, unless such minor is a regular attendant at such 
evening school or at a day school. * * * * * Any person 
who employs a minor in violation of the provisions of this section 
shall forfeit for each offense not more than one hundred dollars for 
the use of the evening schools of such town or city. Any parent, 
guardian or custodian who permits to be employed any minor under 
his control in violation of the provisions of this section shall forfeit 
not more than twenty dollars for the use of the evening schools of 
such town or city.” 

The committee believes that, to maintain evening schools agree¬ 
able to the above law from Thanksgiving to Easter, an appropriation 
of at least $1500 would be necessary. 

In view of the ever increasing needs of the day schools, it is, of 
course, a question for the voters to decide whether the town should 
assume this additional burden. 

SCHOOL SUPERVISION. 

The duties of the Superintendent are constantly increasing. It 
is necessary for him to be at the high school building from 7.30 a. m. 
until 12.30 p. m. The remainder of the afternoon he must devote 
to the interests of the other schools. While the evening schools 
have been in session he has been obliged to devote his attention to 
them three evenings each week. Add to this the amount of time 
required for looking up teachers, caring for supplies, and attending 
to the large amount of office work necessary in connection with 
school administration, and it is apparent that little time can be 
given to the preparation for school work which every teacher must 
give. In view of these facts the committee believes that the time 
has come when the position of principal of the high school and 
superintendent of schodls must be separated, and a sufficient 
amount of money has been asked for to make the change. The 


committee is convinced that the town will be more than repaid by 
the change, for by this arrangement all the schools would get much 
closer supervision, and more time and care in the selection of 
teachers would be possible. 

The committee believes that the present superintendent has 
done his work faithfully. He has always undertaken willingly any 
work required of him. The schools under his direction are doing 
excellent work, and stand high among the schools of the state. It 
is a source of gratification to the committee that pupils from the 
Palmer schools are fitted to enter corresponding grades in the best 
schools when they leave this town for other towns and cities. 


APPROPRIATIONS. 

In all of the expenditures of the past year the strictest economy 
has been practiced. Unavoidable expenses have been incurred 
which were not foreseen when last year’s appropriations were asked 
for. Temporary school quarters have cost $660.65. The insurance 
on the new building cost $450. Notwithstanding these addi¬ 
tional expenses, every outstanding bill that the committee has 
knowledge of has been paid, and only $212.38 above last year’s 
appropriations has been expended. 

To meet the expenses of the coming year the committee rec¬ 
ommends that the sum of $23,000 be raised and appropriated as 
follows : 


Teachers’ salaries, 

$ 15,000 

Contingencies and Superintendent, 

1,800 

Fuel, . 

1,800 

Text books and supplies, 

1,000 

Repairs, 

5 00 

Transportation, 

500 

Janitors, 

1,400 

Music and drawing, 

1,000 

$23,000 


The following special appropriation is also recommended : 
Insurance, $300 
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CONCLUSION. 


We most cordially and earnestly invite the public to visit the 
schools. Your frequent visits will stimulate and encourage the 
teachers. Certainly a little time can be given to show your great 
interest in the education of your children. We believe that our 
schools are good schools, and we have reason to be proud of them. 
We ask you to help us to make them better. 


Respectfully, 


CHAS. E. FISH, 
C. H. HOBBS, 
CHAS. N. SHAW, 


School 



\ 




Q 



Drawn by Leon Twogood, Grade VIII, Three Rivers. 










FineuicieH Statement 


A. C. Thompson, 
Anna L. Fisherdick, 
Genevra F. Clark, 
Mabel L. Potter, 
Mary A. Cook, 
Mattie H. Russell, 


Gertrude Ball, 
Mertie M. Bunnell, 
Helen L. Robinson, 
Mabel J. Sedgwick, 
Lula A. Dillon, 
Annie E. Tucker, 
Alma P. Hayden, 
Annie E. O’Connor, 
Fay E. Towne, 
Katherine M. Twiss, 
Mary E. Stevens, 
Susette S. Marsden, 


Frances A. Terrill, 
Mary I. Taylor, 
Annie E. O’Connor, 


TEACHERS’ SALARIES. 

HIGH SCHOOL. 

$ 1 , 445-00 

600.00 

511.00 

550.00 

39.OO 

55 -oo 

-$3,200.00 

DEPOT. 

’ $ 555-00 
150.00 
140.00 
140.00 
126.00 
370.00 
150.00 
230.00 
135-00 
230.00 
80.00 
72.00 

-$2,378.00 

THORNDIKE. 

$ 210.00 

150.00 

150.00 





Elizabeth G. Clifford, 

$370.00 

Lucy B. Twiss, 

370.00 

Mary E. Murdock, 

370.00 

Helen L. Sweet, 

35 2 *°° 

Helen L. Robinson, 

140.00 

Lula A. Dillon, 

220.00 

May J. Damon, 

72.00 

THREE RIVERS. 

Helen L. Sweet, 

$240.00 

Jennie C. Twiss, 

150.00 

Cora B. Clark, 

150.00 

Katherine M. Twiss, 

150.00 

Elizabeth A. Twiss, 

60.00 

Annie B. Crane, 

240.00 

Frances A. Terrill, 

345 -°° 

Mabel J. Sedgwick, 

230.00 

Elizabeth I. Heenehan, 

207.00 

Jennie M. Day, 

207.00 

Romenia D. Gifford, 

72.00 

BONDSVILLE. 

Mary E. Chandler, 

$210.00 

Susan Merrill, 

150.00 

Mary K. Pope, 

150.00 

Annie A. Bishop, 

380.00 

Mary C. Whelan, 

300.00 

Jennie C. Twiss, 

322.00 

Ethel H. Ely, 

150.00 

Cora B. Clark, 

230.00 

Helen M. Spooner, 

72.00 

Helen C. Farnsworth, 

72.00 

DISTRICTS. 

Minnie V. Andrews, Center, 

$380.00 

Bridget M. Dowd, Wire Mill, 

351-50 

Jennie M. Day, Forest Lake, 

121.88 

Phebe D. Hastings, Forest Lake, 

186.88 


$2,404-00 


$2,051.00 


$2,036.00 





Ellen T. McMahon, Mason, 
Josie M. Mahoney, Shorley, 
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$308.76 

308.76 


CARE OF HOUSES. 

H. L. Gray, Depot, 

W. H. H. Ryder, Depot, 

H. S. Hobson, Depot, 

H. T. Bishop, 

John King, Thorndike and Bondsville, 

William Praire, Three Rivers, 

Daniel Lane, Three Rivers, 

Charles Lafarr, Forest Lake, 

Perley Emery, Forest Lake, 

Eugene Forsman, Mason, 

Mrs. Forsman, Mason, . 

Denis Mahoney, Shorley, 

Charles E. Fuller, Bondsville, 

John W. Dimock, Center, 

Fred Brouillette, Wire Mill, 

Mrs. Clem Disley, Wire Mill, 

Mrs. Emily Brouillette, Wire Mill, 

William H. Desmond, Blanchardville, 


$295.00 
15.00 
112.00 
250.00 
34.00 
225.00 
6.00 
10.00 
5.00 
10.00 
2.00 
15.00 
280.00 
!6-3S 
5.00 
5-°o 
6.00 
10.00 


DRAWING. 

Gertrude M. Robinson, $160.00 

Grace E. Hackett, 240.00 


MUSIC. 

Joana V. Cantwell, 

TEXT BOOKS AND SUPPLIES. 
Silver, Burdett & Co., 

Geo. S. Perry & Co., 

Maynard, Merrill & Co., 


$ 26.49 
1 S-5 7 
9.70 


$i,657-78 

$13,726.78 


30X.35 


$400.00 
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J. H. Porter, 

$ 9.00 

Charles Scribner’s Sons, 

7.61 

J. L. Hammett Company, 

128.08 

H. G. Loomis, 

15.00 

Ginn & Co., 

278-75 

Edward E. Babb & Co., 

499.83 

Perry Mason & Co., 

25.80 

F. D. Barton, 

7-65 

C. A. LeGro, 

106.27 

Scott, Foresman & Co., 

16.67 

American Book Company, 

24.40 

F. S. Blanchard & Co., 

3.00 

Allyn & Bacon, 

23.29 

Henry Holt & Co., 

19.22 

Charles Cook & Son, 

9.00 

0 . D. Case & Co., 

9- x 5 

Meekins, Packard & Wheat, 

18.00 

T. D. Potter & Co., 

30- 2 5 

Thomas R. Shewed & Co., 

28.50 

D. C. Heath & Co., 

69.88 

Houghton, Mifflin & Co., 

1.56 

H. B. Stone & Co., 

3-35 

University Publishing Company, 

42.36 

G. & C. Merriam Company, 

9-25 

Geo. F. King & Co., 

22.13 

D. L. Brownell, 

2.50 

C. B. Beach & Co., 

9-50 

W. E. Stone, 

2.97 


$i> 477-73 


TRANSPORTATION. 


Palmer & Monson Street Railway Company, $287.50 

REPAIRS. 

Smith & Anthony Company, $ 4 - 5 ° 

M. J. Dillon, 5 - 5 o 

W. E. Stone, 9 ^° 

William Thomson, 2.00 
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C. A. Brown & Co., 

$ .70 

Boston Duck Co., 

3 - 5 o 

T. D. Potter & Co., 

19-75 

Thorndike Company, 

6.23 

Hawkes & Paulin, 

112.10 

F. F. Marcy, 

Si -74 

Palmer Mill, 

2.20 

George W. Lyman, 

2.7 3 

Woodhead Bros., 

i -75 

0 . D. Case & Co., 

18.00 

Central Massachusetts Electric Company, 

27.62 

H. G. Loomis, 

27.00 

John Pratt, 

3 - 5 « 

The H. B. Smith Company, 

• 3 ° 

Charles E. Tupper, 

4.00 

W. H. Hitchcock, 

5-35 

C. N. Ellithorpe, 

r6.3i 

John Wilson, 

4-38 

A. M. Bond, 

14-05 

Meekins, Packard & Wheat, 

67.47 

Lizzum Arecotte, 

3.00 


CONTINGENCIES. 


Palmer Water Company, 

$ 60.98 

C. B. Fiske & Co., 

113.20 

A. C. Thompson, prepayments, 

62.46 

Charles N. Shaw, prepayments, 

1.98 

S. H. Brown, freight and carting, 

49-33 

W. L. Shaw, postage, 

10.60 

H. T. Bishop, 

1.29 

H. W. McGregory, 

5-05 

Alfred S. Roe, address, 

25.00 

George Lent, 

20.00 

D. L. Bodfish, 

1.25 

John K. Knox, census, 

50.00 

Central Mass. Electric Co., 

7.82 

Charles S. Ruggles, 

5.58 

Freeman H. Sanborn, 

6.00 
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H. G. Loomis, ^ 1 -75 


Frances A. Terrill, 


2.12 

Charles E. Fuller, 


3-05 

William Praire, 


2.50 

J. P. Eastman, 


5 -°° 

J. F. Luman, 


5.00 

C. E. Shumway, 


2.00 

A. C. Thompson, salary, 

FUEL. 

500.00 

J. F. Holbrook & Son, 

$1 

,702.17 

Ham & Miller, 


86.00 

B. Kinnevan, 


15.00 

M. Lafarr, 


1.50 

Denis Mahoney, 


16.63 

J. A. Palmer, 


8.50 

T. D. Potter & Co., 


4 - 5 o 

John O. Hamilton, 


25.00 

J. M. Allen, 

INSURANCE. 

9-75 

S. H. Hellyar, 


O 

O 

6 

'LD 

Arthur E. Fitch, 


302.26 

EXTRA SCHOOLROOM. 


Phebe D. Hastings, 


$105.00 

M. Eloise Stone, 


365.0° 

Elizabeth A. Twiss, 


81.00 

M. Nellie Greene, 


211.00 

Palmer Lodge, No. 190, 

I. 0 . 0 . F., 

250.00 


TEMPORARY SCHOOL QUARTERS. 

E. A. Buck & Co., $409-19 

S. H. Brown, 12-25 


$ 94 i- 9 6 


$1,869.05 


$752.26 


$ 1 , 012.00 
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William Sullivan, 
H. S. Hobson, 

W. F. Waite, 

E. C. Sexton, 
Milton Simmons, 

A. B. Grout, 

Wilson Stebbins, 
John Wilson, 

F. F. Marcy, 

J. W. Brainerd, 

C. N. Ellithorpe, 

D. L. Bod fish, 

J. M. Allen, 

C. A. Brown & Co., 
PL A. Northrop, 


$2.30 

38.80 

4.00 

12.00 

1.50 

7.20 

15.40 

3.00 

68.05 

2.00 

30.67 

2.28 

3.00 

33-51 

i5-5o 


EVENING SCFIOOLS. 

H. T. Bishop, 

J. F. Davis, 

C. E. Fuller, 

Adelard Marsan, 

A. C. Thompson, 

William Praire, 

Benanin Doctor, 

A. M. Walker, 

Mrs. A. F. Calkins, 

Lothrop Publishing Company, 

Joseph S. Grabowski, 

E. i\. Buck & Co., 

Central Massachusetts Electric Company, 
William Peters, 

C. I, Holden & Son,s 
Educational Publishing Company, 


50.00 
23.00 
22.50 
45.00 
90.00 
22.50 
11 00 
45.00 
45,00 
50.00 
20.40 
22.65 
14.62 
6.00 
14.49 
4.00 


$660.65 


$486.16 
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Dr. 

BALANCE ACCOUNT. 

Cr. 

$i 3 > 9 00 - 00 

Teachers’ salaries, 

$13,726.78 

1,000.00 

Care of houses, 

T > 3 OI -35 

900.00 

Contingencies and superintendent, 

941 96 

1,000.00 

Text books and supplies, 

U 477-73 

500.00 

Repairs, 

4 l 3.28 

1,500.00 

Fuel, 

1,869.05 

800.00 

Transportation, 

287.50 

400.00 

Drawing, 

400.00 

5 r 7-62 

Dog tax. 


354-78 

Mass. School fund. 


34-34 

Merrick fund. 


270.85 

Tuiiion, receipts, etc. 


400.00 

SPECIAL APPROPRIATIONS. 

Music, 

400.00 

438 - 7 S 

Insurance, 

752.26 

1,000.00 

Extra schoolroom, 

1,012.00 

500.00 

Evening schools, 

4.86.16 


Temporary school quarters, 

660.50 

2 I 2.38 

Overdrawn. 


$23,728.72 


$23,728.72 


AUDITORS’ REPORT. 


We hereby certify that we have examined the books and 
accounts of the School Committee, and find them to be correct in 
every respect. 

C. K. GAMWELL, ) Auditors 

E. W. CARPENTER, ^ Auditors. 



Drawn by Benanin Doctor, Grade VII, Three Rivers. 














Drawn by Maud W. Helliwell, Grade VIII, Palmer. 


Report of Superintendent of Schools. 


To the School Committee of the Town of Palmer . 

Gentlemen : — I herewith present my fourth report as Superin¬ 
tendent of Schools, which is the eighth in the series issued by the 
Superintendent of the public schools of Palmer : 

SUMMARY OF STATISTICS. 

\ 

CENSUS AND GENERAL ATTENDANCE. 

Population of Palmer, census of 1900, 7,801 

Number of children in town September i, 1900, between the 
ages of five and fifteen, according to the school census : 

Boys, 5 6o 

Girls, 632 

Total, 

Boys between the ages of 7 and 14, 

Girls between the ages of 7 and 14, 

Total, 861 

Male illiterate minors over 14 years of age, o 

Female illiterate minors over 14 years of age, o 


1 ? 19 2 
408 
453 


Total, 


o 
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Number enrolled in all schools : 


Boys, 

621 

Girls, 

679 

Total, 

1,300 

Number under 5, 

i 3 

Number over 15, 

88 

Number between 7 and 14, 

759 

Average membership for the year, 

1075*85 

Average attendance for the year, 

1002.05 

Per cent of attendance, 

93 *i 4 


It may be noted above that the enumerator has reported no 
illiterate minors over fourteen. It would be a source of great grati¬ 
fication if this were true. There certainly are illiterate minors over 
fourteen in the town. Doubtless the enumerator performed his duty 
faithfully, if not satisfactorily. An enumerator, in order to obtain 
exact information, would be obliged to make a personal test of the 
ability to read and write of a large number of persons. This task is 
an arduous one, and could hardly be expected of the enumerator. 
He, without doubt, recorded answers as given to him. 
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COMPARISON FOR TEN YEARS. 


Year. 

1891-2 

1892-3 

1 893-4 

1894-5 

1895-6 

1896-7 

1897-8 

1898-9 

’ 99 -’oo 

’00 ’oi 

Average Membership 
Average Attendance 
Per Cent Attendance 

949 0 
851.0 
89.2 

955-5 

866.5 

90.6 

897.8 
825.1 
91.1 

919.7 

858.2 

93-3 

967.5 

900.7 

93-09 

981.8 

913.6 

9305 

953.83 

890.64 

92.23 

1023.20 

963-94 

93 - 

1050.51 

972.41 

92.01 

1075-85 

1002 05 
93-14 


TABLE OF TARDINESS. 


High School.. 

Palme:. 

Three Rivers. 
Thorndike,... 
Bond.^ville.... 
Wire Mill..... 

Center. 

Mason. 

Shorley. 

Forest Lake... 
Blanchardville. 


Total. 


Schools. 


1895-6 


1896-7 


1897-8 


1898-9 


150 

401 

273 

136 

108 

75 

*54 

39 


97 

184 

211 

92 

53 

44 

t5i 

o 
137 
133 


69 

175 

174 

ioi 

42 

49 

69 

o 

56 

7 1 


140 

215 

87 

78 

56 

53 

68 

13 

i 55 

46 


150 

184 

86 

37 

4 i 

54 

145 

25 


237 

267 

93 

'32 

128 

23 

9 i 


19 

36 


1,248 


*One term. fTwo terms. 


TABLE OF DISMISSALS. 


Schools. 

1897-8. 

1898-9. 

1899- 

0 

0 

o> 

1900-^-1901. 

Times 

Dis¬ 

missed. 

Hours 

Lost. 

Times 

Dis¬ 

missed. 

Hours 

Lost. 

Times 

Dis¬ 

missed. 

Hours' 

Lost. 

Times 

Dis¬ 

missed. 

Houis 

Lost. 

High School. 

121 

I 75 

171 

J1 3 

201 

127 

316 

144 

Palmer. 

783 

1,096 

807 

635 

501 

402 

522 

466 

Three Rivers. 

574 

608 

744 

516 

492 

503 

7°3 

569 

Thorndike. 

258 

252 

476 

401 

356 

106 

158 

44 

Bondsville. 

512 

199 

298 

i 45 

320 

160 

I 34 

239 

Center. 

221 

390 

575 

4x7 

325 

212 

95 

78 

Wire Mill... 

40 

28 

36 

35 

67 

35 

21 

i 5 

Shorley . 

18 

28 

16 

59 

16 

36 

7 

6 

Mason. 

2 

2 

0 

1 

25 

8 

0 

1-12 

Forest Lake. 

12 

2 4 

10 

11 

1 

2 

1 

3 

Blanchardville. 
















^2 


Totals. 

2 , 54 i 

2,802 

3 A 33 

2,333 

2,304 

I , 59 I 

1,989 

15661-12 
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ATTENDANCE BY SCHOOLS. 


SCHOOL. 

Average 

Membership. 

Average 

Attendance. 

Per Cent of 
Attendance. 

Enroll¬ 

ment. 

High .. 

74 - 

71-75 

96-95 

83 

Palmer— 





Grades 8 and 9. 

37-6 

36.2 

96.4 

44 

Grade 7 . 

27.65 

26.26 

94.9 

34 

Grades 5 and 6. 

38-79 

35-86 

92.56 

49 

Grades 4 and 5. 

39-57 

37-3 

94.2 

49 

Grades 3 and 4. 

40.33 

37-67 

93-34 

48 

Grades 2 and 3. 

37.12 

34-90 

93-99 

47 

Grade 1 . 

42.68 

36.27 

84.98 

56 

Thorndike— 





Grades 7 and 8. 

19.98 

18.87 

94-47 

24 

Grades 5 and 6. 

27.05 

25-23 

92.85 

34 

Grades 4 and 5 . 

43.88 

4 i -57 

94.84 

5 i 

Grade 3. 

49.2 

47.12 

95-85 

54 

Grade 2. 

41.32 

38.80 

9348 

49 

Grade 1 . 

46.5 

4348 

93-5 

54 

Three Rivers — 





Grades 7, 8 and 9 .. . 

23.08 

22.07 

95-38 

2 5 

Grades 5 and 6. 

37- 2 5 

35-14 

94-36 

43 

Grades 3 and 4. 

39-63 

37-65 

95-05 

47 

Grades 2 and 3. 

43-45 

41.25 

95.02 

55 

Grade 1 . 

74-44 

69-75 

93-7 

98 

Bondsville— 





Grades 7, 8 and 9 .. . 

25-3 

23-25 

9!-9 

33 

Grades 5 and 6. 

41.7 

37-8 

90.8 

5 o 

Grades 3 and 4. 

41.96 

38.69 

95 -i 

47 

Grades 2 and 3. 

38-53 

35 - 3 i 

91. 

45 

Grade 1.. .. . . 

38-34 

33-25 

86. 

49 

Districts — 





Center . 

29.OI 

26.34 

90.8 

33 

Wire Mill. 

28.01 

25.21 

90.2 

37 

Forest Lake. . 

* 3-85 

12.93 

90.89 

18 

Shorley. 

12.97 

n -43 

88.03 

14 

Mason. 

10.8 

9.8l 

92.2 

12 

Blanchardville. 

11.68 

IO.89 

92.16 

18 
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TABLE OF COST. 



1895-6 

1896-7 

1897-8 

1898-9 

1899-1900 

x900-1901 

Teachers........ ... 

■m 

00 

$19,919.18 

$13,771.66 

$14,058.96 

$14,026.54 

$14,488.78 

Music. . 

1,0x3.36 


150.00 

352.88 

472.01 

400.00 

janitors ... 

1,052.18 

1,026.92 

1,171.80 

1,207.00 

I , 3 OI - 3 ° 

Contingencies. 

Supervision. 

559.80 

1,600.00 

11,174-58 

1,050.00 

{ 1,364.1° 

| 996.08 

947-93 

941.96 

Text books and sup- 







plies..... 

1,393-50 

1,037.26 

- 1,069.64 

C 363 - 7 1 

1,829.16 

1 , 477-73 



*373-24 





Repairs.;... 

581.55 

964.55 

448 75 

704.18 

440.56 

413.28 

Fuel... 

1,148.91 

1,478.67 

1,427-45 

C 493 . 4 I 

1,468.82 

1,869.05 

Transportation. 

1,957.60 

1 , 549 - 7 ° 

1,312.00 

980.69 

734-96 

287.50 

1 (rawing. 

300.00 

409.08 

405-25 

350.00 

400.00 

400.00 

Extra schoolroom.... 





748.86 


Totals. 

$21,073.54 

$22,008.36 

$20,975.77 

$21,471.71 

$22,265.84 

$21,579.65 

Av. membership. 

967-5 

981.8 

953.83 

1,023.20 

I , 0 5 °. 5 I 

1,075-85 

Av. attendance....... 

900.7 

9 i 3-6 

890.64 

963 94 

972.41 

1,002.05 

Cost, per pupil, based 







on average memle - 







ship. 

$21.78 

$22 51 

$21.99 

$20.98 

$21.20 

$20.06 

Cost, per pupil, based 







on average attend- 


24.08 





ance.... 

23-39 

23-55 

22.27 

22.9O 

21.54 


* These sums are special appropriations, but are figured in the total school expense. 
fThis sum includes the special appropriation of $500 for insurance on the new Thorn¬ 
dike building. 


In determining the cost per pupil the following items are not 
included, since in the returns made to the state board they cannot be 
included : —Insurance, $752.26 ; Rent of rooms in opera house, $250 ; 
Temporary school quarters, $660.65. 

Attention is called to the fact that the cost per pupil for the 
school year 1900-1901 is the least that it has been any year since 
1891. Records bearing on this item are not available before that 
time. 




































Roll of Honor, 


SCHOOLS BELOW THE HIGH SCHOOL. 


Pupils neither absent nor tardy 
during the year. 


Pupils not absent during the 
year. 


Lizzie Chalk. 

Ellen Monahan. 
Harry Schneider. 

Hazel A. Dillon. 
Fannie A. Welsh. 

Edwin T. Prindle. 
A. Bessie Swann. 

Daniel Monahan. 
Harry McDonnell. 
Harold Swann. 
Elissa Caryl. 

Ray Buffington. 

Willard Brown. 
Alice Costello. 
Dean Richards. 

Edwin L. Clark. 


PALMER GRAMMAR. 
Room i. 


Room 2. 

Walter S. McGilp. 

Room 3. 


Room 4. 


Room 5. 

Room 6. 

THORNDIKE GRAMMAR. 


Catherine Holden. 


Room i. 

Room 6. 

Thomas F. Behan. 
Emma Chabot. 
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THREE RIVERS GRAMMAR. 
Room i. 

Lillian L. Abare. 

Irving R. Shaw. 

Room 2. 


Alphonse C. N. Abare. 
William C. Tannebring. 

Maggie Reid. 

William H. Fenton. 


Room 3. 
Room 4. 


Room 5. 

Chester Tannebring. 

Daisy Root. 


BONDSVILLE GRAMMAR. 

Room i. 

Minnie Dustin. 

DISTRICTS. 

CENTER. 

Mandia Lafarr. 
Agnes L. Mahoney, 


CONTAGIOUS DISEASES. 

Agreeable to the law, the Board of Health has reported con¬ 
tagious diseases to the School Committee promptly. In all cases 
the two boards have cooperated in preventing the spreading of such 
diseases. The following cases have been reported : 


Diphtheria, 

61 

Measles, 

4 i 

Scarlet Fever, 

18 

Typhoid Fever, 

8 

Membraneous Croup, 

2 

Membraneous Laryngitis, 

1 


l 3 1 


Total, 
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TRUANCY. 

In the Depot village eleven cases have been reported to the 
truant officer, and investigated by him. Eight were returned to 
school. One was found to be a genuine case of truancy. Ten cases 
were returned to school by the officer which were not reported to 
him. 

In Thorndike eighteen cases have been reported by the teach¬ 
ers to the truant officer. All were investigated. Two were found 
to be genuine cases of truancy. Five were returned to school. 

In Three Rivers eleven cases have been reported to the truant 
officer. All were investigated. Two were found to be genuine cases 
of truancy. Two were returned to school. 

In Bondsville seven cases have been reported to the truant offi¬ 
cer. All were investigated. Six were returned to school. One was 
found to be a genuine case of truancy. 

During the year none have been sentenced to the Truant 
School. 

EVENING SCHOOLS. 

The following table covers the time from December 3, 1900, 
when the schools were started, to March 1, 1901. 

ATTENDANCE BY SCHOOLS. 


SCHOOL. 

Average 

Average 

Per Cent of 

Enroll¬ 

No. of 

Membership. 

Attendance. 

Attendance. 

ment. 

Sessions. 

Thorndike. 






H. T. Bishop ) 

J. F. Davis 1 

18.34 

13-34 

72 

4 1 

35 

Three Rivers. 






A. M. Walker 

26.8 

22.4 

83-58 

69 

36 1 

Mrs. A. F. Calkins 

39.6 

20.2 

51.01 

65 

36 

Bondsville. 





A delard Marsan 

30.06 

9-53 

31.07 

* 36 
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As the School Committee in its report has treated of the 
evening schools, I shall speak here only of the work of the schools. 

The teachers have taught chiefly reading and writing. Inci¬ 
dentally a little number work has been introduced. Those pupils 
who have attended regularly have made good progress. A few pu¬ 
pils, who were unable to read and write when they entered the 
school, are now able to read a newspaper. Such cases, however, are 










2 6 


exceptions. Most of the pupils, when they entered, were unable to 
speak the English language. The brighter ones, who have attended 
regularly, are now able to speak English, and to read and write sim¬ 
ple sentences in English. 

On the whole the work has been satisfactory. It would have 
been much more satisfactory had the attendance been better. 

“NO-SCHOOL” SIGNAL. 

The signal is given by direction of the Superintendent of 
Schools. 

The School Committee has adopted the following regulations 
respecting the “no-school” signal: 

The “no-school” signal, when given at eight o’clock a. m. in¬ 
dicates that there will be no morning session in the schools. 

When given at n.45 a. m., indicates that there will be no after¬ 
noon session. 

The “no-school” signal in precinct A will be given on the fire 
alarm by three strokes of the bell twice repeated, making nine 
strokes in all, thus: * * * * * * * * * 

In the other precincts the “no-school” signal will be given by 
three blasts on the steam chime whistles, each blast from 3 to 5 
seconds duration, a pause between each blast of from 3 to 5 seconds, 

The “no-school” signal does not affect the high school; sessions 
are held there every school day. 

The signal will never be given in the morning unless the weath¬ 
er is very inclement. During the morning session pupils do the best 
work, and it is very desirable to have at least one session every 
school day. The afternoon session will be given up whenever the 
weather is sufficiently severe to endanger the health of the children. 
It is believed that this arrangement meets with the general approval 
of parents. 
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GRAMMAR SCHOOL GRADUATES. 

CLASS OF 19OO. 

PALMER. 

I*Mary Loyola Baldwin, 

Lilia Belle Cook, 
t*Laura Blanche Cross, 

^Clifford Louis Eliithorpe, 
f*Sarah Palmer Emery, 

*Edward Grover Cleveland Goodes, 
f*Lizzie Maria Holden, 
t*Mabel Eleanor Lyman, 

Edward Frances Mahoney, 

THREE RIVERS. 

f*Lena Mae Lavene, J*Hattie Mae Senton. 

J* Lizzie Belle Herren, *Dalvini Joseph Fortier, 

BONDSVILLE. 

*John Thomas Collins, |*J ose phine Mae Shea, 

t*Catherine Moriarty, *Edna Blanche Taylor, 

The twenty-two whose names are marked thus * entered the 
High School. 

The fourteen whose names are marked thus | chose the four 
years’ course; the others chose the three years’ course. 

There was no ninth grade at Thorndike. 


J*Mary Ella Moulton, 
Herbert Martin Nash, 
|*Mabel Bertha Oakes, 

* Florence Ella Leary, 
f ^Christian Olson, 

I*Harry Albert Schneider, 
Joseph Eugene Slattery, 
*Rose Ann Smart, 

* Arthur James Todd. 


COURSES OF STUDY, PALMER HIGH SCHOOL. 
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Some of the following facts, which are of general interest, have 
been taken from the sixty-third report of the State Board of Educa¬ 
tion, presented to the Legislature, January 17, 1900, and covering 
substantially the school year of 1898-99. 

The state law now recognizes but one kind or grade of high 
school, instead of two, as formerly. This high school, to comply 
with the statute, must conform to the following standard :— 

(a) It must be adequately equipped. 

(b) It must be taught by a principal and such assistants as 
may be needed, of competent ability and good morals. 

(c) It must give instruction in such statutory subjects as it 
may be deemed expedient to teach, and in such additional subjects 
as may be required for general culture or for admission to normal 
schools, technical schools and colleges. 

(d) It must maintain one or more courses, at least four years 
in length. 

(e) It must keep forty weeks, exclusive of vacations. 

There are 262 high schools in the state, with 1,440 teachers, 
and 40,003 pupils. High school attendance in the state, and in our 
Town, is far larger than popular misapprehension frequently asserts 
it to be. The assertion is often made that only two or three children 
out of one hundred ever reach the high school. As a matter of fact 
the ratio of the number of high school pupils enrolled to the total 
number enrolled in the public schools is 8.5 per cent for the state. 
For our town about 6.4 per cent. 

Our high school accomplishes well the work it undertakes to do. 
Pupils can fit themselves for any of the colleges by taking the classi¬ 
cal course. 

The latin scientific course fits for technology and normal schools, 
and is the main course of the school in number of pupils and in its 
breadth. 

The three years’ or English course is for pupils who are unable 
to remain in the high school four years. It does not prepare for any 
higher institution, but serves well the purpose for which it is intended. 

Courses are chosen when the pupils enter, with the consent of 
the parents, and cannot be changed except by consent of the School 
Committee. 
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The only change in courses of study is an additional amount of 
English for all classes. The freshman class now has two recitations 
a week in English ; the sophomore class, three recitations a week; 
the junior and senior classes, five recitations a week in this subject: 
“Experience has proved that too much attention cannot be given to 
the study of the English language. 

Parents and teachers are urged to co-operate in every way pos¬ 
sible that the greatest good may come to the pupils. 

No pupil in the high school can do satisfactory work without at 
least three hours work outside of school each day. Some pupils may 
have to spend more time in study. The parents can help their 
children’s progress materially by arranging regular hours of study at 
home In nearly all cases of failure to gain promotion the cause is 
either irregular attendance, or that a sufficient amount of home study 
has not been done. 


ATTENDANCE. 


Neither absent nor tardy during the year : 

George L. Warner. 


Not absent during the year : 
Edith M. Gray. 

Merton E. Twogood. 
Rodney C. Caryl. 


Michael J. Dillon. 
Bessie J. Trumble. 
Arthur F. Twogood. 
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HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION EXERCISES. 

HIGH SCHOOL, PALMER, MASS. 

Class of 1900—Graduating Exercises.^ 

IN THE OPERA HOUSE. 

Friday Evening, June 29th, 1900. 

ORDER OF EXERCISES. 


Processional, 

Chorus, 

Music, 

Address, 

Chorus, 


ORCHESTRA. 

“ Anchored” 

HIGH SCHOOL CHORUS. 


CORNET SOLO. 

“America in Story and Art.” 

HON. ALFRED S. ROE OF WORCESTER. 

“Away to the Fields.” 

HIGH SCHOOL CHORUS. 
Presentation of Diplomas, 


Music, 

Class Song. 
America. 


MR. c. E. FISH. 


ORCHESTRA. 


Watson 


Wilson 


CLASS OF 1900. 

FOUR YEARS’ CLASSICAL COURSE. 

Ruthe Anne Johnson. 

FOUR YEARS’ LATIN-SCIENTIFIC COURSE. 

Elsie May Alden. Marion Grant Loomis. 

Henrietta Maude Boright. May Elinore Mahoney. 
Julia Genevieve Daley. Theresa Matilda Newman. 

Mary Gertrude Harrington. Katharine Mildred Rock. 
John Edward Hurley. Charles Herbert Sharratt. 

Nettie Jane Trickett. 

THREE YEARS’ ENGLISH COURSE. 

William Maurice Barrett. Christina Tennent Russell. 

Charles Rankin Scott. 

Class Motto, 11 Palma non sine pulvereP 
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NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF TEACHERS, MARCH i, 1901. 


Name. 


Address. 


Salary. 


High School. 

A. C. Thompson. .. 

Anna L. Fisherdick. 

Genevra F. Clark. 

Mabel L, Potter. 

Palmer Grammar. 

Gertrude Ball.. 

Mary E. Stevens.... 

Annie E. O’Connor.. 

Susette S. Marsden.. 

Katharine M. Twiss ..,. 

M. Eloise Stone. 

Annie E. Tucker. 

Thorndike Grammar. 

Helen L. Sweet. 

May J. Damon. 

Lula A. Dillon. 

Elizabeth G. Clifford- 

Lucy B. Twiss. 

Mary E. Murdock. 

Three Rivers Grammar. 

Frances A. Terrill. 

Mabel J. Sedgwick. 

Elizabeth I. Heenehan.. 

Jennie M. Day. 

M. Nellie Greene. 

Romenia D. Gifford. 

Bondsville Grammar. 

Jennie C. Twiss. 

Helen M. Spooner.. 

Cora B. Clark. 

Annie A. Bishop. 

Helen C. Farnsworth.... 
Dl VTh’ICTS. 

Minnie V. Andrews. 

Bridget M. Dowd. 

Phebe D. Hastings. 

Josie M. Mahoney...... 

Ellen T. McMahon. 

Drawing. 

Grace E. Hackett. 

Music. 

Joana V. Cantwell...... 


Palmer... 

Palmer. 

Thorndike.... 
Palmer. 

Palmer. 

Palmer. 

Thorndike 

Palmer. 

Three Rivers. 

Palmer. 

Palmer. 

Thorndike.... 
Thorndike.... 

Palmer. 

Bondsville.... 
Three Rivers. 
Thorndike.... 

Three Rivers. 

Palmer. 

Palmer. 

Monson. 

Three Rivers. 
Thorndike- 

Three Rivers. 
Thorndike.... 
Thorndike... 
Thorndike... 
Thorndike... 

Thorndike... 

Palmer. 

Palmer...... 

Palmer. 

Palmer . 

Palmer. 

Monson. 


$1,500.00' 

600.00 

550.00 

550.00 

570.00 
380.00 
380.00 
342.00 
380 00 
380.00 
380.00 

608.00 

342.00 

380.00 

380.00 

380.00 

380.00 

570.00 

380.00 

342.00 

342.00 

361.00 

342.00 

532.00 , 

342.00 

380.00 

380.00 

342.00 

380.00 
361.00 
308.00 . 
308.00 
308.00 

400.00 

400.00 


SCHOOL WORK. 

The work of a number of our schools has been hampered dur¬ 
ing the past year by circumstances over which we had no control. 
The Thorndike schools took an enforced vacation of three weeks in 
the fall term on account of the diphtheria epidemic by which our 
town was visited. The attendance in other schools has suffered a 
good deal on account of sickness. 

The schools of the Depot Village have been held in unsuitable 
places. Two were quartered in the opera house, five in the old 
schoolhouse. The five schools in the old schoolhouse have had to 
endure the noise of the cars, and other disturbances occasioned by 
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the loading and unloading of freight. Room four, in the basement 
of the old schoolhouse, has been very much disturbed by the un¬ 
avoidable noise of the schools on the floor above. 

Now all of the schools of this village have been moved into the 
new building, and excellent work is expected in the future. Not¬ 
withstanding the hindrances above mentioned, the work of all the 
schools, during the current year, is of a high quality. The teaching 
force is so arranged that in each building there is the strongest com¬ 
bination of teachers that it is possible to make. The schools are 
thoroughly organized, and all are working for the best interests of the 
pupils. Of course, mistakes in judgment are often made. No one 
is infallible. When misunderstandings arise, a conference between 
the parties interested will usually adjust matters to the satisfaction 
of all concerned. 

IDEALS. 

The ideals of school policy as outlined .by the State Board of 
Education are as follows 

1. Education is more than an individual, family or school dis¬ 
trict interest,—it concerns the town and the state. 

2. The schools do not exist to furnish places for the relatives 
and friends of the appointing power or for the residents of a locality,— 
they exist for the welfare of the children and the community. 

3. The supreme need of any school is that of the thoroughly 
competent and wise teacher. 

4. No pains should be spared by the State to train teachers 
for their responsible work. 

5. School buildings should be the highest expression of 
sanitary and educational wisdom, as well as of civic pride. 

6. The avenues of ascent through the schools even to the col¬ 
lege doors should be open and free to the poorest child. Secondary 
as well as elementary education should therefore be fostered. 

7. The prosperity of the State, materially, politically, morally, 
is vitally related to the prosperity of the schools. 

8. It is the right of children to have their childhood reserved 
for its natural employments,—play, recreation, schooling and such 
lighter forms of work as children can do without loss of childhood’s 
privileges. Thrusting them prematurely into factory life or any life 
akin to that is an abuse of children, and an injury to the State not 
to be tolerated. 

9. Habitual absenteeism or truancy works harm both to the 
child and to the State, and should be stopped. 
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10. The smallest and poorest towns should have good school¬ 
ing, as well as the largest and wealthiest. 

11. The State should insist in its laws on such schooling. 

12. The main dependence of the schools for support should 
be local taxation. 

13. Where local taxation goes as far as it ought, and yet fails 
to provide money enough to insure good schools, the State should 
aid in securing the needed efficiency. 

14. By as much as human minds and souls transcend in value 
the products of human hands, by so much does the need of the 
schools for competent supervision transcend the need of the factory. 
No sane corporation would let its workshop drift, and no sane corn-* 
munity should let its schools drift, without a directing and unifying 
head. 

The realization of these ideals should be our united endeavor. 
There is not one of them which has not been realized, in a measure, 
in the schools of the State and of our town; not one of them which 
has not, in a measure, been sinned against; and not one of them, 
therefore, which the people can afford to drop from earnest thought. 

DRAWING. 

The work in drawing will be best explained by reference to the 
report which is subjoined. The work of Miss Hackett, the super¬ 
visor, cannot be too highly commended. Her object has been to 
make the work practical. The cover design of this report, and the 
illustrations in the book, were drawn by pupils in our schools. The 
cover design was drawn by Mabel Keith, Grade ix, Bondsville. 



Drawn by Malcolm McKenzie, Grade VIII, Thorndike. 


Drawing Report. 


To the Superintendent of Schools: 

The value of drawing in the public school curriculum has long 
since been established. From whatever point of view the subject is 
regarded, it is certainly apparent that any study is very important 
which develops keen and accurate observation, inventive ability, 
good taste, memory, imagination, and appreciation of beauty. 

At present there are a number of methods of teaching this subject 
in the schools, and every year witnesses new ways of teaching the 
same old principles. One of the most difficult problems in drawing 
of late years, has been to find the best way of presenting the subject 
in the primary grades. We believe that the deeper the interest 
taken in any part of the school work, the keener and more lasting 
will be the understanding of it. This is especially true in the lower 
grades, and we have striven to make all parts of the drawing as inter¬ 
esting as possible. While we still teach all the fundamental princi¬ 
ples of drawing, we endeavor to select objects for the lessons which 
have the additional qualities of color, interest, and beauty. In this 
way we have dispensed with the wooden type solids in the lower 
grades. The objects which we take in their place are of as much 
value in teaching and of far more interest. For instance, in object 
drawing in the first grade, we learn as much from a round pumpkin 
or jack-o’-lantern as from a wooden sphere. With this same end in 
view, we have a great deal of imaginative and illustrative work. A 
child’s vivid imagination encourages him to attempt anything in the 
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line of picture making. He draws the games he plays, he draws his 
toys, his pet animals, and illustrates his favorite stories. In every 
case, as far as possible, he has models for his work. In all of these 
lessons we try to develop a sense of order, of system, and of balance, 
by our arrangements of the lesson subjects. 

In the upper grades we have introduced more color work, design 
and illustration, in addition to the other subjects, object drawing, 
picture study, pose drawing, historic ornament, mechanical draw¬ 
ing, and constructive designs. 

During the coming year we hope to decorate the school rooms 
with pictures and casts; Work in this direction is already in pro¬ 
gress in many of the schools. 

The drawing in the High school has been very good, consider¬ 
ing the time spent upon it. One more period is necessary to make 
the work what it should be. Technical and architectural drawing 
have been introduced in addition to the free hand work, and at pres¬ 
ent two classes must be taught at once. 

The work of the Palmer teachers in drawing has been excep¬ 
tionally good, both in the villages and in the districts that I have 
been able -to visit. Their work has been % earnest and thorough, 
marked progress has been made, and the children are interested, 
thus affording a sound basis for good future work. 

Respectfully submitted, 

GRACE E. HACKETT, 

Supervisor. 



Drawn by Josie Fenton, Grade VIII, Bondsville. 






Original Composition, by John Jorczak, Grade III,. Thorndike. 


Music Report. 

Mr. A. C. Thompson , Superintendent of Schools: 

I herewith present my annual report of the music work in your 
schools : 

The past year has been one of steady growth along several lines 
which I desire to briefly state. In music, as in other branches, it 
is important that each pupil is trained to become an independent 
thinker. This can never be accomplished by the concert recitations. 
To develop the power to read music at sight readily, individual 
singing is a necessity. Once each week every pupil is required to 
sing intervals alone. Special attention is paid to monotones and 
dependent singers. 

The result of this individual training will be more intelligent 
satisfactory class or chorus work. Material is needed to carry out 
this idea successfully, as our music readers are not well graded for 
individual work. I heartily endorse and recommend Weaver’s Indi¬ 
vidual Sight Singing Method, which I hope I may sometime be priv¬ 
ileged to introduce into all the grades. 

Rousseau said : “ The more time is beaten the less it is kept.” 
It is certain that when the teacher beats time, she, and not the class 
does the time thinking. The class is dependent, not independent. 
It has been my aim this year to teach pupils to be their own time 
keepers. In studying a new exercise or song, the teacher gives the 
pitch of the keynote, and the command : “ Sing ! ” There is no 
beating of time except with the voices. Often the teacher stands 
back of her class during the recitation. This does not apply to 
review work, as then the teacher should interpret the time for the 
class. 
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When the pupils have previously mastered the time and tune 
problems embodied in a given exercise, they should sing it fairly 
well at sight. The singing proves their knowledge of the technical¬ 
ities. or their lack of the knowledge. Hence, unnecessary techni¬ 
cal questioning is avoided. Time, a most important factor in the 
school room, and independence are thus gained. Intervals are 
taught wholly from scale representation on the staff. The class sings 
each note as soon as it is expressed. This rapid, independent drill 
is excellent discipline. 

In the song-singing, much attention is paid to the correct pro- 
nounciation of words. It is essential that words should be distinct 
in song, as well as in speech. 

It is our duty to train the voice to grow in strength and purity. 
Simple vocal exercises are given each month for this purpose. They 
are sung daily with different syllables. 

The faithful work of the teachers is apparent in the results 
gained. The willing efforts of the pupils are also commendable. 

I thank you for your kind approval of my work. To the School 
Board I express my thorough appreciation for their co-operation. 

JOANNA V. CANTWELL, 

Supervisor. 
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The work in music has been conducted under the same excel¬ 
lent supervision as in years past, and the report given above will ex¬ 
plain its progress and condition. 

In conclusion I wish to express my high appreciation of the 
work of our teachers, and my gratitude to them and to all who have 
been associated with me in school work for kindly consideration and 
efficient assistance. To every member of the School Committee I 
owe hearty thanks for confidence and loyal support. 

Respectfully, 

A. C. THOMPSON, 

Superintendent of Schools. 



Drawn by Irving R. Shaw, Grade VIII, Three Rivers. 
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SUMMARY OF THE IMPORTANT FEATURES OF 
EDUCATIONAL LAWS. 

“Whoever willfully and maliciously or wantonly and without 
cause, destroys, defaces, mars or injures a schoolhouse, church or 
other building erected or used for purposes of education, or religious 
instruction, or for the general diffusion of knowledge, or an out¬ 
building, fence, well, or appurtenance of such schoolhouse, church, 
or other building, or furniture, apparatus, or other property belong¬ 
ing to or connected with such schoolhouse, church, or other building, 
shall be punished by a fine not exceeding jive hundred dollars , or by 
imprisonment in the jail not exceeding one year .” 

“Every town and city shall maintain for at least 32 weeks in the 
year a sufficient number of schools for the instruction of all the 
children who may legally attend a public school therein.” 

“No child under 14 years of age shall be employed in any 
factory, workshop or mercantile establishment.” 

“No child under sixteen years of age shall be employed in any 
factory, workshop or mercantile establishment, until he has secured 
from the superintendent of schools, or from a person authorized by 
him, an age and schooling certificate. Such child must present an 
employment ticket from the intending employer when he applies for 
the age and schooling certificate. 

“The father or mother, if living, must accompany the child, to 
sign the certificate of age ; if neither the father nor mother are 
living, the guardian or custodian. 

“Proof of correct age must be furnished if the age certificate 
does not agree with the school census/’ 

“Every child between 7 and 14 years of age shall attend some 
public day school, or an approved private school, in the town or city 
in which he resides during the entire time the public day schools 
are in session. 

“Any person having under his control a child between 7 and 14 
years of age who fails for five day sessions or ten half-day sessions 
within any period of six months while under such control, to cause 
such child to attend school as referred above, the physical or mental 
condition of such child not being such as to render his attendance 
at school harmful or impractical, shall, upon conviction, forfeit and 
pay a fine of not more than $20. 
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“Every habitual truant, habitual absentee or habitual school 
offender, upon conviction, may be committed, if a boy to the County 
Truant School or to the Lyman School for boys, and if a girl to the 
State Industrial School for girls. 

“No child who has not been duly vaccinated shall be admitted 
to a public school except upon presentation of a certificate signed 
by a regular practising physician that such child is an unfit subject 
for vaccination, 

“No child who is a member of a household in which a person 
is sick with small pox, diphtheria, scarlet fever or measles, or of a 
household exposed to contagion from a household as aforesaid, 
shall attend any public school during such sickness or until the 
teacher of the school has been furnished with a certificate from the 
Board of Health of the town or city, or from the attending physician 
of such sick person, stating in a case of small pox, diphtheria or 
scarlet fever, that a period of at least two weeks, and in a case of 
measles a period of at least three days, has elapsed since the recov¬ 
ery, removal, or death of such person, and that danger of the con¬ 
veying of such disease by such child has passed. 

“The last regular session prior to Memorial Day, or a portion 
thereof, shall be devoted to exercises of a patriotic nature.” 


. 
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